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Address of the FIE President Alisher Usmanov to Asian Fencers
Dear heads of the Fencing Confederation of Asia,

Dear presidents of national fencing federations of Asia,

Dear sportsmen, coaches and specialists,

Friends and colleagues,
I took the office of the President of the International Fencing Federation (FIE) on January 1. Our sport is not experiencing the best of times now, and I see my main goal in ensuring such conditions which will unable us to overcome stagnation and achieve sustained and intensive development of fencing, as well as increase its popularity all over the world.

In recent years, Asian fencers have made tremendous progress. Whereas previously only individual masters from the biggest part of the world could compete with global leaders, now athletes from China and South Korea are among the likely winners in every type of weapon. Japanese fencers have also made everyone take them into consideration. The XXIX Olympic Games in Beijing have proved this: saber fencer Zhong Man from China won the gold medal, foil fencers Yuki Ota from Japan, Nam Hyun-Hee from South Korea and the Chinese women’s saber team got silver medals, while foil fencer Zhu Jun, epee fencer Lee Na (both from China) and the Chinese men's epee team took fourth places. One can also recall medalists of previous Olympic Games: foil fencers Luan Jujie and Wang Huifeng, saber fencer Tan Xue, epee fencer Wang Lei (all from China), foil fencer Kim Young-Ho, epee fencer Lee Sang-Ki (both from Korea) and many other great Asian fencers who regularly achieved and achieve success in competitions of the highest rank.

It’s also encouraging that our sport is making progress in other countries of the region as well. For example, in 2006 the junior national epee team from Kazakhstan became the world champion in its age category. Iranian fencers succeed at World Cup stages from time to time. In the past they were among the strongest in Asia and now they are trying to regain their positions. I also believe in the revival of Central Asian fencing which gave the world such stars as foil fencer Sabir Ruziev and epee fencer Alexander Abushakhmetov.

Much is done for our sport in the Middle East. It’s notable that Grand Prix tournaments are held in Kuwait and Qatar every year.
However, there are still many countries in Asia where fencing is only taking its first steps. And our common task is to help federations from these states to ensure that strong athletes appear there as soon as possible. The way of achieving this is well-known: it’s necessary to invite fencers, coaches and referees from these countries to joint training camps and workshops and ensure their constant involvement in international events. Such activities are already taking place and will be held in the future. Furthermore, in my election program I promised that each country will have an opportunity to send three athletes to participate in an adult or junior world championship at the expense of the FIE. I assure you that this provision will be strictly observed.

But I count not only on the athletic excellence of Asian sportsmen. Television can and must play an important role in promoting our sport. To attract new fans, we need to learn how to show fencing correctly. And this will require us to use the most state-of-the-art technology.

We’ll announce a competition to develop a comprehensive program for improving the appeal of fencing to TV viewers. Both private individuals and companies will be able to participate in this competition. I very much hope that powerful corporations from Japan, South Korea and other Asian countries will take part in development and implementation of this program.

For my part, I want to assure all my colleagues that I will be always open to any questions and suggestions. As long as 900 years ago, Muhammad Ibn Ali As-Samarkandy said: “If you sow thorns, you won’t gather grapes!” We simply must “gather grapes”, as otherwise the future of our sport, to which many of you have devoted their whole lives, will be in danger. Therefore, we should not “sow thorns”. 

We have a great deal of hard work to do. I believe that together we will succeed.

Alisher Usmanov, FIE President
